
From: The True Dharma Eye 

Case #93: Dongshan’s  “Each Stitch”

Shenshan was sewing when Dongshan Liangjie said, “What are you doing?”

Shenshan said, “I am sewing.”

Dongshan said, “What is sewing?”

Shenshan said, “Each stitch follows the other.”

Dongshan said, “If my companion of twenty years says so, I guess there is a point.”

Shenshan said, “What would you say, Elder?”

Dongshan said, “Each stitch is like the earth exploding.”

Commentary

In cooking, eating, sewing and sweeping, you should realize the meeting points of enlightened reality and mundane reality.  In the Caodong lineage, this is known as simultaneous inclusion.  Dongshan sees an open seam and moves to close it for Uncle Mi (Shenshan).

But say, where is Shenshan’s shortcoming?  Indeed, is there anything lacking in his response?  If you can see into Dongshan’s point, you will understand clearly the dharma dance of the sacred and the mundane.

Capping Verse

When a sage realizes it,

            She becomes an ordinary person.

When an ordinary person realizes it

            She is a sage.

Sage or ordinary, stitch after stitch,   

            The gap is closed.

Notes

1.   This is no ordinary activity; the clothes need mending.

2.   This is no ordinary conversation; he wants to see if he understands.

3.   His straightforwardness is admirable, but how does he see it?

4.   It is not easy to satisfy old Dongshan.

5.   It’s not wrong, it’s just dull.

6.   Let him drown in his dullness.

7.   It would seem there is a sign of life after all.

8.   It reaches heaven and encompasses the earth.

Quotes from Eihei Dogen on Robes (Kashaya)

Know that a kashaya is the Buddha body, Buddha mind.  It is called a robe of emancipation, a field of benefaction.  It is called a robe of patience, a robe beyond form.  It is called a robe of compassion, a robe of the Tathagata, a robe of unsurpassable, complete enlightenment.  Receive and maintain it accordingly.

If you make patched robes and mend bowls your whole life, build a thatch-roofed hut near a mossy cliff or white rock, and practice sitting upright, you immediately go beyond Buddha and directly master the great matter of your life’s study.

With this body and capacity, you transform the ordinary and enter the sacred.  With this effect and reward, you go beyond Buddha and beyond ancestor.  Through this cause and condition, you pick up dirt and turn it into gold.  Through this effect and reward, there is transmission of dharma and entrustment of the robe.

Once your body is wrapped in a kashaya, you attain Shakyamuni Buddha’s flesh, hands and feet, head and eyes, marrow and brains, radiant light, and turning of the wheel of dharma.  You wear a kashaya in this way.  This actualizes the power of the robe.  You vow and make offerings to Shakyamuni Buddha by maintaining, enjoying, protecting, and wearing the kashaya.  By doing so, the practise of countless eons is thoroughly experienced.

The power of the kashaya transmitted by Buddha ancestors is clear and easy to accept.  As this is the authentic transmission, ordinary people and sages, humans and devas, as well as dragon kings, all know it.  To be born to the abundance of this dharma and to wear a kashaya even once and maintain it for a moment is not other than wearing an amulet that assures the attainment of unsurpassable enlightenment.


